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Introduction 
The papers in this issue of Advances in Applied Mathematics are dedi- 
cated to Herbert E.Robbins, onthe occasion of his 70th birthday. 
Herbert Robbins was born on January 12, 1915, in New Castle, Pennsyl- 
vania. Hewrote athesis n combinatorial topology and received a Ph.D. in 
mathematics from Harvard University n 1938. After serving inthe Navy 
during World War II, he accepted a position n the newly formed Depart- 
ment of Statistics at theUniversity of North Carolina. Since 1953, with the 
exception of the years 1965-1968, which e spent at Minnesota, Purdue, 
Berkeley, andMichigan, he has been at Columbia University, where he is 
presently Higgins Professor of Mathematical Statistics. 
Herbert Robbins’ contributions to probability theory and mathematical 
statistics are characterized by unusual originality, and have created new 
exciting fields ofresearch. He coauthored with R. Courant the xpository 
masterpiece, “What Is Mathematics?” He is widely admired bycolleagues 
and students for his lively sense of humor, his intellectual larity, and his 
personal efforts to encourage young statisticians and toassist refugee 
mathematicians. 
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